Trends and Personalities The resulting work is broad in its coverage of various classification systems, schemes, and areas of classification. Topics run the gamut from well-known classification systems such as the Dewey Decimal Classification to more obscure systems that consider for classification such areas as figures of speech, ethnic data, and icons. It covers issues and disciplines that may not be readily apparent to the casual reader, as well as historical treatises of some subject areas.
The work, however, fails to highlight or to clearly delineate current trends, development, and modern day influences that are impacting classification in the 21st century. A review of the references found that approximately a third of the sources listed were published in the years 1999-2002, which is an issue because the sources within these publication dates are likely be referencing trends taking place in the 20th century, not the 21st. In general, when citing sources with more recent publication dates, little of Kumbhar's text indicates that the authors were writing of trends or developments that are specific to the 21st century.
To illustrate the weight given to earlier publications, consider the coverage of Dewey Decimal Classification. A review of the sources cited in the section found that, of the 50+ sources listed, close to half fall into the 1999-2002 publication date range. In comparison, only six sources were published in the last three years of Kumbhar's date range for his literature review. In this limited selection of recent sources, the reader is forced to dig for trends specific to the 21st, most of which remain ambiguous. For example, Kumbhar references a 2009 comparison of different editions of the Dewey Decimal Classification without indicating what it may have shown regarding any trends involving evolution with Dewey Decimal Classification in the 21st century. Indeed, it fails to indicate if there were any new editions of the Dewey Decimal system published in the 21st century at the time of his literature review, leaving it to the reader to research that information.
The section on "Modern Knowledge Organization Systems and Interoperability" does include some classification trends that entered the information management literature in the 21st century, such as folksonomies and tagging patterns. In addition, the section "Classification and Its Uses" touches upon classification issues relating to the Internet such as classification of Web pages.
Detail on these developments is limited, so one may be better served with a simple Google search or a literature review on the latest trends in these areas.
This book would serve as a good introductory textbook for a library science student or as a reference work on the types of classification currently in use. The ideal reader would be unfamiliar with classification trends in general and would appreciate that this text serves primarily as an overview on the subject of classification. A more apt title for the work would have been "Library Classification Systems, Schemes, and Issues in the 21st Century," and the prospective reader may wish to view the book with that title in mind. A professional with some knowledge in the area on the lookout for cutting-edge trends would be better served looking elsewhere. 
